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Callum Grogan 16 Sean Cooke 
Chris Holroyd 17 Callum Parker 

Paul Carden  Manager Dave Cooke 
   

Referee  Matthew McQullian 

Assistant  Rohan Anand 

Assistant  Ryan Bostock 

 
Pitching In Northern Premier League Premier Division 

Tuesday 20th October 2020, kick off 7-45 p.m. 



 



  Cheshire Derby Part One 2020/2021 

Good evening ladies and 

gentlemen and welcome to 

Cantilever Park for this 

Pitching In Northern Premier 

League Premier Division 

fixture. May I take this 

opportunity to offer a warm welcome to all players, officials 

and supporters of Nantwich Town Football Club to 

Warrington? I trust you all have an enjoyable stay and a safe 

journey home after the match. 

The Dabbers are the first 

fellow Cheshire club we 

have met this season. We 

have a long history with 

them and have met more 

times than any other in this 

division. I make it this will be 

meeting number seventy 

four. They have made a 

good start to the current 

campaign although sadly 

that has been disrupted further following a positive COVID-

19 test on Sunday 4th October following their FA Cup win at 

home to Barwell. The following two games were 

consequently postponed. I trust all worked out as well as it 

could have in the circumstances. They have remained 

unbeaten in the league, one of just three sides that lay claim 

to that statistic, FC United and Morpeth being the other two. 

They have picked up eight points from their four games so 

two wins and draws. One thing is for sure is that they will 

provide us with stern opposition. Town might have the edge 

in the most recent meetings but that counts for nothing as we 

start again. This match up is a tough one to call for sure. It 

will no doubt come down to who performs at their best on the 

night. 

Today’s games – Premier Division 
 

Ashton United v Radcliffe 
Atherton Colls v Bamber Bridge 

Basford United v Stafford Rangers 
Buxton v Mickleover 

FC United of Man v Lancaster City 
Gainsborough Tr v Stalybridge C 
Grantham Town v Matlock Town 

Hyde United v Witton Albion 
Scarborough Ath v Whitby Town 
South Shields v Morpeth Town 

Warrington Town v Nantwich Tn 



We now have a rearranged fixture this coming Saturday when we travel 

to Lancaster City. The Giant Axe is always a tough place to get a result. 

City have made an indifferent start to the season and currently sit in 

fifteenth place, but they have also only played four games, with five 

points to show for their efforts. 

Player news and we can confirm that that forward Iyrwah Gooden has 
left the club to join NPL N/West Division side Clitheroe. 
Gooden, 20, joined on the eve of the new season and came off the bench 
in the opening day victory over Basford United. 
He also appeared as a substitute in the FA Cup game against South 
Shields but was an unused substitute in the next three fixtures. 
At the end of September, he penned a deal with National League North 
side Chester on a dual-registration basis with the Yellows. 
Everyone at the Yellows wishes Gooden, who was sponsored by Megan 
Harper, all the best for the future. 
 
As this is our second 
consecutive home 
game, we only have 
Saturday’s visit by 
Radcliffe on which to 
reflect. It proved to be a 
case of job done as far 
as we were concerned 
and although the 
manner and margin of 
victory may not have 
been as much as we 
would hope for, the 
result most certainly 
was. Things looked to be 
going well for us in the 
first half as we opened 
up a two goal lead 
thanks to a Bohan Dixon 
penalty and a sublime 
lob from Luke Duffy 
(pictured). It was Luke’s 
first goal for the club. 
The second half saw The 



Boro’ come into the game much more and we were forced to defend for long 
periods of the half. One goal was conceded but we dug deep and held on to win 
and maintain our position at the top of the table. Five wins from six is a return 
everyone would have taken I am sure. It does make us that bit more of a target 
for opposing sides though, but it is a nice problem to have. The win over 
Radcliffe also extended their record as the side we have taken most points from 
in an NPL fixture of the 114 different opponents we have faced., those three 
taking our tally to 57 from the 33 games played. 
The full record against them is as so (P, W, D. L, F, A, Pts, GD). 

 
 
Saturday’s attendance of 476 saw us pass the 2000 aggregate mark from our 
first five home games this season, the actual figure being 2011. It gives us an 
average attendance of 402 with just the Whitby game dropping down of all the 
games played. It was a horribly wet day though and there might also have been 
a rugby match on TV? 
 
Yesterday saw the FA Trophy 3rd Qualifying Round drawn, which is where we 
come in. The tie takes place on 31st October. In an ironic twist we have been 
drawn at home to Lancaster City, whom we also play on Saturday. The full draw 
features later in this programme. 
 
Don’t forget to check the new and improved Warrington Town website for all the latest 
news and results involving everything to do with Warrington Town. This can be accessed 
at 

http://www.warringtontownfc.co.uk 
 

Warrington Town FC Official Supporters Club 

Join the Official Warrington Town FC Supporters Club for a variety of benefits throughout 
the season. 
Adults £20.00 Under 18's £10.00 Some of the benefits include - Up to date Club 
information, Travel Club Membership, priority ticket sales, discounted coach 
travel, Match Day updates, members only group, priority for all coach travel. 
To join, call into the Club Shop on home match days or see social 
media.  Follow us on - 
Facebook - Warrington Town Supporters Club 
Twitter - @WarringtonTownS  
Instagram - warringtontownsupportersclub 
Email - warringtontownsc@gmail.com 
Finally enjoy the match and may the best team from North Cheshire with a Town suffix win. Paul R. 

 

CONCERT ROOM AVAILABLE FOR DETAILS CALL 01925 555505 
WILL ALL SPECTATORS PLEAE KEEP OFF THE PITCH 

Do not enter the field of play before, during or after the game 
Warrington Town operates under Warrington Town FC Ltd. 
Comp No. 06412371 Ltd by shares. No significant interest 

javascript:void(0);


 

 



TOWN v NANTWICH TOWN - THE HISTORY OF THE CLASH 

THE FULL RECORD (League games only - 3 points for a win) 
 

 HOME AWAY  

P W D L F A W D L F A Pts GD 

56 14 11 3 59 36 11 4 13 46 53 90 +16 
 

CUP MATCHES - IN BRIEF -  P 17, W 9, D 1 (lost on pens), L7, F 41, A 31 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

You have to go as far back as 1953/54 for the first 

time the two Cheshire clubs crossed paths. That 

was in the Mid Cheshire League and we were of 

course known as Stockton Heath in those days. 

Heath won 2-1 at home and 3-0 away. That was not 

all though as this was complimented by a 6-0 

League Cup Semi-final win at Nantwich with Heath going on to win the 

competition. That was the start of a long sequence of league meetings that did not end 

until 1964/65. In 1956/57 Heath won at home 10-2, the biggest score and winning margin 

ever recorded between the clubs. Our record during those Mid Cheshire days was won 

fifteen, drawn three, lost six. After a year apart we met again in 1966/67, once more in 

the Mid Cheshire League drawing 0-0 at home and losing 0-2 away. The following 

season both games were drawn 1-1 and 0-0. And that was it until 1983/84 when the 

clubs met for the first time in the NW Counties League. We lost 0-1 at home and won 3-

2 away. In 1984/5 we won both games 1-0 and 2-1 whilst in 1985/6 it ended 1-1 and 1-

0. A further parting of the ways came about until 1989/90 when we won 3-0 at home and 

drew 2-2 away. That last match was I think on Easter Monday and proved to be a 

nightmare for travelling Town fans who had to negotiate the Oulton Park race meeting 

traffic in addition to the holiday makers and day trippers out on the roads. That was it for 

league meetings until 1997/98 when the scores ended (Warrington score first) 1-1 and 

2-3. In season 2001/02 the scores ended 1-1 at Cantilever Park and 1-0 at Jackson 

Avenue. In season 2002/03 Nantwich won 3-2 at Jackson Avenue and the sides drew 1-

1 at Cantilever Park. The first meeting in 2003/04 was in the Cheshire Senior Cup with 

Nantwich coming out 3-2 winners after extra time at Cantilever Park. We reversed that 

score in the Boxing Day fixture at Jackson Avenue. In the final meeting in April the points 

were shared in a 1-1 draw. We then missed each other for three seasons before 

Nantwich gained promotion to the UniBond League and in so doing started the season 

on their new ground at The Weaver Field. A poor Town performance coupled with a good 

one for Nantwich ensured they would enjoy hosting us that evening. Nantwich led by a 

single goal at the break but Town fell away as the game progressed eventually losing 3-

0. The return game was on Boxing Day and a cracker was witnessed. The spoils were 

shared in a 2-2 draw but it could have gone either way right up until the final whistle. The 

convoluted UniBond League season meant we would play the Dabbers for a third time 



in the league back at The Weaver Field. This was narrowly shaded by the home team, 

wining 1-0. Even during those years of absence there were numerous cup matches 

between the clubs in just about every competition you could imagine. The best of those 

results were a couple of 6-0's and a 6-1 for Warrington while the Dabbers best result was 

a 4-0 win. The 2008/09 season would see the sides meet in the Cheshire Senior Cup 

and for the first time in the FA Trophy at the Third Qualifying Round stage, with Nantwich 

being then a UniBond Premier Division club. Town fielded seven changes for the Senior 

Cup match at the Weavers Stadium and were eventually overrun losing 5-0. Ten days 

later we met again in the FA Trophy 3rd Qualifying Round at Cantilever Park. The 

Dabbers got the game’s only goal five minutes from time. Remarkably we only had to 

wait one season before we were drawn to meet yet again, this time in the FA Cup 1st 

Qualifying Round. Town caused an upset when defeating our Premier Division 

opponents 1-0 thanks to a 4th minute Jimmy McCarthy goal. A few seasons passed 

before we met again, this time in the Evo-Stik League Premier Division in 2016/17. The 

first meeting came in September and Town managed to throw away a two goal lead to 

lose 3-2, with two of The Dabbers goals coming in the last three minutes. You could say 

that was frustrating! We met again about a month later in the FA Trophy and it was 

honours to the south of the county once more, Nantwich wining 2-0 here in Warrington. 

Game three of four that season saw us at Nantwich on the last day of February in a 

league match. Nantwich scored early with a deflected shot and then the lights went out. 

Power was soon restored but the strong wind and rain had increased making it rather 

one way as we struggled to play against the wind. Two long range speculators found the 

mark with wind assistance and we were up against it from there on in. We came back 

into it after the break with sub Michael Monaghan pulling one back but Nantwich got a 

fourth right at the death with a soft penalty. It just was not our day. Game four was two 

weeks later in the Cheshire Senior Cup semi-final. The sides had never ever drawn a 

cup game (including extra time) until 2017 but they have now. It ended goalless with 

Nantwich winning 5-3 on penalties. We did not meet in the league until 7th April in 

2017/18 (after a postponement in early March). Town were in second place and hoping 

for promotion but that chance suffered another blow as we hit a mini slump. We lost 2-1 

and our fourth game without a win. Sean Williams got our goal from the spot but we did 

at least keep second place in the table. We met in the very next match the following 

Tuesday and in a largely uneventful game shared the points in a 0-0 draw.. Both sides 

made the odd chance but none found their mark. When we met in 2018/19 both sides 

we in the promotion hunt but in late October there was still a long way to go. The Dabbers 

won 2-1 as Town had lost a little form briefly. Adam Hughes scored for Town to threaten 

a comeback, but it was not to be. The return game on February 23rd and was 2nd v 4th 

with both team pushing for automatic promotion. In a real nail biter The Dabbers led 1-0 

and 3-1 (Mark Roberts) before we pulled done back shortly before half time (Josh Amis). 

Town battled hard to get an equaliser and made it in the fourth minute of added time 

thanks to Tony Gray to end at 3-3. The point was enough to take us to the top of the 

table. Our most important game in the history of these two clubs came on 30 th April as 

Town (3rd) took on Nantwich Town (4th) in the Evo-Stik League Play-off Semi Final. Town 

played really well but trailed to a Dabbers goal up to about an hour. Ben Garrity drew us 



level and then gave us the lead with two similarly placed headers. Lloyd  Allinson then 

scored an own goal as a Jack Dunn free kick hit the bar, bounced down and in off the 

stranded Nantwich keeper. Tony Gray scored a sweet goal near the end to round off a 

fantastic evening for the Warringtonians. A fantastic crowd of 1424 created a great 

atmosphere and mostly enjoyed this result. It was game number six when we met in 

2019/20 with both sides having lost just once and sitting near the top end of the table. 

We were down on number due to injuries but put in a solid display. David Raven gave 

us a well worked lead. Matty Chadwick doubled it after the break from the spot. The 

Dabbers pulled one back but Josh Amis sealed our first win at The Weaver Stadium a 

minute from time in a 3-1 win. The return game at the end of November produced an 

identical score and a first double over The Dabbers for a good few years. Mark Roberts 

gave us an early lead that was soon doubled by Ben Garrity. Sean Cooke pulled one 

back within a minute. Bohan Dixon settled affairs with a second half strike to earn us 

three valuable points. Come on Town! Paul R 

LOOKING BACK TO OCTOBER 20TH – ON THIS DAY 

1990/1991 
Town lost 4-1 away to Rossendale United in an HFS Loans League Division One fixture. Joey 
Dunn scored the goal for Town. The attendance was 279. 
 

1993/1994 
Town drew 1-1 at home to Lancaster City in a Northern Premier League Division One match. 

2001/2002 
Town lost 2-1 at home to Durham City in an FA Carlsberg Vase First Round tie. Chris Moores 
scored Town’s goal. The attendance was 142. T was a disappointing result having scored 
fourteen times in the two qualifying rounds against Bottesford Town and Yorkshire Amateur. 

2007/2008 
Town made a first ever visit to Sutton Coldfield when we played Romulus in an FA Trophy 
First Qualifying Round tie. It ended in a 1-0 win with the goal coming from Lee Thompson. 
The attendance was 115. 

2009/2010 
Town put up a poor performance at home to Skelmersdale United in a 4-1 defeat. Even our 
goal came from Skem, with Michael White putting through his own net. The attendance was 
122. 

20012/2013 
A great day at the office in Evo-Stik Division One North as Town hit Goole for seven, the score 
being 7-2 here in Warrington. On target were James McCarten, Allan Collins (2), Phil Mooney 
(3) and Lee Holden. It had been 1-1 at half time. 150 were in attendance. 

2015/2016 
Although this was our championship winning season in Evo-Stik League One North we had 
no joy against Burscough, losing both league games which was half the total defeats all 
campaign. This was a home game and it ended 1-3. 228 spectators saw Daniel O’Donnell 
score our consolation. 

2018/2019 
Town faced National League side FC Halifax Town in the Emirates FA Cup Fourth Round 
Qualifying here in Warrington Town. An entertaining game ended at 2-2 with 929 in 
attendance. Ben Garrity and Tony Gray scored our goals. We drew Morecambe in the first 
round proper, but the home game proved to be our chance missed as we lost in the replay. 

 



 

 



Introducing… Nantwich Town FC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nantwich Town Football Club were founded back in 1884. The club took up residence at the football 
pitch off London Road with the Leopard Inn as its headquarters and changing rooms. The club’s early 
years were spent playing friendly and cup matches but in 1891 the club joined the Shropshire & 
District League, finishing as runners-up in their first season. 
Nantwich moved into the stronger Combination League the following season. On 15 October 1892 
they hosted Liverpool in the Merseysiders’ first ever FA Cup match (Liverpool won 4-0). 
After the First World War, the club became founder members of the Cheshire County League in which 
they were perennial strugglers. In 1921, a record home attendance of 5,121 watched the Dabbers 
play Winsford in the Cheshire Senior Cup at the club’s temporary home at the old cricket ground at 
Kingsley Fields. Ironically, this is the location of the new club’s new Weaver Stadium. 
The club gave Freddie Worrall his first chance in senior football in April 1927. The youngster going to 
become a pre-war England international as well as playing in two FA Cup finals for Portsmouth. 
Success for Nantwich though came in the Cheshire Senior Cup in 1933 when the Dabbers lifted the 
trophy. They beat ICI (Alkali) 1-0 in the final. After the Second World War, the Dabbers joined the 
newly founded Mid-Cheshire League and in 1952, the club entered the inaugural FA Youth Cup 
competition. Drawn against Manchester United in the Second Round, the young Dabbers crashed 23-
0 on a November evening at the Cliff training ground. United’s youth line up including names such as 
Duncan Edwards, David Pegg, Albert Scanlon and Ron Cope. 
In the 1963/64 season the club completed a treble, winning the Mid-Cheshire League, League Cup 
and Cheshire Amateur Cup. This was under manager Alan Ball (senior) and Nantwich re-joined the 
Cheshire League for the 1968/69 campaign. In 1976 the Dabbers beat NPL champions Runcorn 5-4 in 
the Cheshire Senior Cup final at Crewe in front of 2,237 supporters. Five years later in May 1981, a 
crowd of 1,078 saw Nantwich clinch the Cheshire League title by beating eventual runners-up Hyde 
United in the penultimate game of the season 2-1. 
The previous season had seen Nantwich blood a lanky 19-year-old who had been signed from 
Whitchurch Alport. His name was Jimmy Quinn and he went on to play football at the highest level 
with Blackburn Rovers and West Ham United. He went on to gain 48 caps for Northern Ireland, 
becoming the fourth highest scorer in his country’s international history. 
A new era in the North-West Counties Football League 
1982 saw Nantwich become founder members of the North West Counties Football League. 
Unfortunately, Nantwich had the unenviable honour of finishing bottom in the league’s first season 
and were relegated to Division Two. They remained there (except for one season in Division 3) until 
1989 when they were promoted to Division One. Ex-Stoke City midfielder Nigel Gleghorn was 
appointed manager in November 2001 and the club also attained the prestigious FA Charter Standard 
Community Club award. Gleghorn left the club in the 2004 close season and former Crewe, Burnley 
and Barnsley defender Steve Davis was appointed as head coach. 
Success in the FA Vase 
Davis led Nantwich to FA Vase glory in 2006 when the Dabbers beat Hillingdon Borough 3-1 in the 
final at Birmingham City’s St Andrews Stadium. Andy Kinsey hit two goals in the final – and hit the 
headlines when he dislocated his shoulder celebrating the second! John Scarlett, the club’s post-war 
leading scorer with 161 goals, made a cameo appearance as a substitute in the same game. The 
following season (2006/07) saw the club finished third in the North West Counties League and were 
promoted to the Northern Premier League First Division South as a result. That season was also the 



last at the clubs 123-year old Jackson Avenue home. Promotion was a fitting send off to the historic 
stadium and a crowd of 1,071 saw the club win 5-2 against Squires Gate in the last ever game at the 
stadium. 
The club moved in the summer of 2007 into its new home, the Weaver Stadium, ahead of the 2007/08 
season. Progress continued on the pitch that season, with the club winning their first Cheshire Senior 
Cup in 32 years. In the final, the Dabbers played Conference Premier side Altrincham and won 4-3 on 
penalties. The season got even better as the Dabbers won back-to-back promotions, finishing third in 
the league and again entering the Play-offs. They beat Grantham 2-1 in the Semi-Finals and then beat 
Sheffield FC in the Final, winning 4-1 on penalties after the game finished 2-2. 
The 2008/09 season was another successful year as the Dabbers finished third in the NPL Premier 
Division, their third successive third placed finish. However, they were beaten in the Play-offs, losing 
2-1 to Ilkeston Town in the Final and narrowly missing out on three successive promotions. They also 
reached the Cheshire Senior Cup final again, but Altrincham got their revenge. They beat the Dabbers 
3-0 and shortly afterwards, Steve Davis left the club and was appointed as assistant manager at Crewe 
Alexandra. 
Davis’ assistant Peter Hall, a former Nantwich and Macclesfield striker, stepped up to take over as 
head coach for the 2009/10 season. But after briefly topping the table, he parted company with the 
club in March 2010 after the Dabbers slipped to fifteenth in the league. Senior players Kevin Street 
and Darren Tinson took over the reins, lifting the club to tenth place and they were confirmed as joint-
managers during the close season. The 2009/10 was a particularly special season for the Dabbers as 
it was the 125th anniversary of their founding. The club even released a special badge to 
commemorate the occasion. 
Jimmy Quinn the former Reading, Bournemouth, West Ham and Northern Ireland striker was 
appointed manager in March 2011. 
The 2011/12 season saw the club embark on its most successful run in the FA Cup, reaching the First 
Round Proper for the first time in the club’s history. Victories over Ramsbottom United, Northwich 
Victoria, Kendal Town and Nuneaton Town gave Nantwich an enticing tie at Milton Keynes. Although 
the Dabbers went down 6-0 on the day, their brave performance earned many plaudits. The club also 
won their second Cheshire Senior Cup in four years, beating Stalybridge Celtic to pick up their fourth 
honour in the competition. 
When the club parted company with Quinn in March 2013, Darren Moss had a spell as caretaker 
manager as the Dabbers finished the season in fourteenth place in the 2012/13 season. Danny 
Johnson was appointed manager ahead of the 2013/14 campaign and the former Ashton United boss 
quickly named Earl Davis as player/assistant manager. They finished nineteenth that year. 
For the 2014/15 campaign, former Stalybridge Celtic striker Phil Eastwood stepped up from his role 
as coach to replace Earl Davis as assistant manager. But following a  poor run of results and with the 
club fighting relegation, Danny Johnson was relieved of his duties in early February 2015. Former 
player Phil Parkinson was appointed the new manager on 04 February 2015. Parkinson had become a 
club hero during his time as a player. He was part of the side Nantwich Town to FA Vase victory in 
2006 and had been an integral player of the team as they won back-to-back promotions only a few 
years earlier. 
FA Trophy adventure and Play-off heartache 
Parkinson appointed Neil Sorvel as assistant manager, Danny Griggs as first team coach and Chris 
Parkes as goalkeeping coach. The management team turned things around in the second half of 
2014/15 season. They gained enough points to remain in the NPL Premier Division relatively 
comfortably with a few games remaining. 
Parkinson and his management team were able to develop and build upon the strong end to the 
‘14/15 season with an excellent 2015/16 season. They started the season in terrific form, scoring an 
incredible 41 goals in their first 12 games. They also picked up 24 from a possible 36 points from the 



first two months of the season. They carried their good league form over into the cup competitions, 
progressing to the FA Trophy First Round with wins over Salford, Kings Lynn and Stockport. 
The Dabbers league form took a slight dip in January and February, but their FA Trophy run kept going. 
They progressed past Ashton, Matlock and Stourbridge to reach the Quarter-Finals of the competition 
for the first time in their history. In front of a crowd of 892 at the Weaver Stadium, the Dabbers beat 
Conference Premier side Dover 2-1 with a late winner from Liam Shotton to progress to the Semi-
Finals. This meant they were sitting just two games away from a trip to Wembley. 
In the Semi-Final, they faced FC Halifax over two-legs and gave it their all, but came up short, losing 
6-4 on aggregate. The first-leg at home attracted a bumper crowd of 2,078, a record for the club at 
the Weaver Stadium. It was a fantastic effort and run from ‘Parky’s’ side and one they can feel 
immensely proud of. The team finished the league season strongly, losing just three of their last 14 
games, but were unable to make up the ground on the Play-offs, finishing a more than respectable 
eighth with 75 points. They also scored an incredible 94 goals, the second highest total in the league 
behind only league champion’s 1883 Darlington. 
The club enjoyed a fantastic 2016/17 season. In the cup competitions, they reached the Fourth 
Qualifying Round of the FA Cup for just the third time in their history. They also made it to the First 
Round of the FA Trophy but lost to Lincoln City. Meanwhile in the Cheshire Senior Cup, they made it 
all the way to the final and finished as runners-up to Crewe Alexandra, losing 3-2 at Gresty Road. 
In the league, they had an excellent run which led to them finishing fifth on 81 points, their highest 
finish in eight years. They made the Play-offs but went on to lose 2-0 to Spennymoor Town in the final. 
They nevertheless had an outstanding campaign and looked to build upon that going into the 2017/18 
season, though there was hurdles to overcome before they reached the new campaign. 
The summer of 2017 saw manager Phil Parkinson depart the club to join Altrincham, as well as a 
number of the key core to the squad moving on to pastures new. The board appointed Dave Cooke 
ahead of the 2017/18 campaign, who was quick to bring in plenty of additions to replenish the first-
team. 
New era under Dave Cooke 
While the Dabbers’ league form was inconsistent throughout the season, Cooke brought plenty of 
success in cup competition, guiding the club to the First Round Proper of the FA Cup for only the 
second time in their history, where they fell to Stevenage in a 5-0 defeat at the Lamex Stadium, a 
result that observers believed was very harsh on the men in green. Additionally, the Dabbers won the 
Cheshire Senior Cup for the first time since 2012 with a 3-0 defeat of Stockport Town. 
The 2018/19 season saw Nantwich present their ambitions from the get-go, as they put together a 
strong run of form in the first half of the campaign, topping the table over the Christmas period. 
However, there were several clubs with games in hand on Dave Cooke’s side, and the Dabbers 
couldn’t hold onto their top spot. 
The club eventually finished fourth, their highest finish since 2007/08. However, they fell in the Play-
off Semi-Final to Warrington Town at Cantilever Park. 
Despite the league season ending in disappointment, the Dabbers did get their hands on some 
silverware, as they claimed their second consecutive Cheshire Senior Cup with a 5-2 victory over 
Cammell Laird. The run consisted of impressive victories against Crewe Alex at Gresty Road and wins 
at home against Chester FC and National League North champions Stockport County. 
In the 2019/20 season, Nantwich Town once again made the First Round Proper of the FA Cup, beating 
two sides from a higher level in the National League North. Nantwich finally had a home tie for the 
first time ever in the First Round against old rivals AFC Fylde, in a tightly contested game Nantwich 
were very unfortunate to lose the match 1-0 in front of a crowd of 1,544. Unfortunately, the season 
was null and voided in March 2019 with the Dabbers in a health league position and looking set to 
make it to the Play-offs for the second season in succession. 

 
 



Nantwich Town FC – The Players 
GREG HALL Goalkeeper 08 FEBRUARY 1986 
Greg joined the Dabbers in the summer of 2019 after a super 
two seasons at Witton Albion. A former four-time North-
West Counties Football League Goalkeeper of the Year, Greg 
kept eighteen clean sheets in forty appearances in 2018/19 
and was by consensus the best goalkeeper in the league that 

season. 
Former Clubs: Witton Albion, 1874 Northwich, Glossop North End 
TROY BOURNE Defender 13 JANUARY 1998 
Troy is a graduate from the Dabbers’ youth team, having impressed former manager Phil 
Parkinson in 2015/16 pre-season training. He spent much of the ‘16/17 campaign on loan at 
Alsager Town but did make a couple of first-team appearances for the Dabbers. Is currently a 
regular in the right back position but can also play at centre-back if required. He won the 
Manager’s Player of the Season in 2017/18 and has excelled in Dave Cooke’s first two campaigns 
in charge. 
Former Clubs: Alsager Town (Loan) 
JOSH LANGLEY Defender 13 AUGUST 1992 
Josh joined the club in the summer of 2019 with the club looking to bolster their defensive 
options ahead of the new season. The defender is great with the ball at his feet and has an 
excellent reading of the game, and as a former captain in a higher division, brings another leader 
to the Nantwich Town dressing room. 
Former Clubs: AFC Fylde, Altrincham (Loan), Guiseley (Loan), Wigan Athletic 
BEN HARRISON Defender 29 OCTOBER 1990 
Ben re-joined the club in the summer of 2019 after a two-year stint with Altrincham, where he 
not only won the Northern Premier Division in 2017/18, he helped the Robins reach the National 
League North Play-offs the following season. The defender is a favourite among Nantwich 
supporters after two excellent previous spells at the Weaver Stadium, and brings experience, a 
super reading of the game and a hard-tackling but disciplined head to the field. 
Former Clubs: AFC Telford United, Altrincham, Witton Albion 
JOEL STAIR Defender 12 JUNE 1992 
Joel joined the Dabbers in 2016 after impressing at North-West Counties Football League side 
Hanley Town. A warrior in defence, Joel is highly-regarded at the Weaver Stadium, after winning 
the club’s Player of the Season in 2017/18 and captaining the club on a number of occasions. 
Joel can play across the back four, with his main strength being at centre-half, but can also 
adequately fill in at right-back and can even offer a threat in the box from set-pieces, having 
netted several times from corners during his time at the Weaver Stadium. 
Former Clubs: Hanley Town 
MATTY DEVINE Defender 16 NOVEMBER 1993 
Matty switched Cheshire allegiances in the summer of 2019 as he joined the Dabbers from 
Witton Albion. An attacking full-back, Matty offers a huge threat going forward but is equally as 
effective at the back. The defender is highly-regarded not only at the Weaver Stadium but 
around the league as he has frequently been mentioned around the Team of the Season squad 
over the last few seasons. 
Former Clubs: Witton Albion, Marine 
MIKE KOREL Defender 06 OCTOBER 1992 



Mike joined the Dabbers from 1874 Northwich in the summer. The wing back was highly 
regarded at Northwich with the team clear at the top of the league until the COVID Pandemic 
hit. Mike also comes with good pedigree as he came through the Academy at Crewe Alexandra 
coming through the ranks with Sean Cooke and Casper Hughes 
Former Clubs: 1874 Northwich, Winsford United, Crewe Alexandra 
CLAYTON McDONALD Defender/Striker 26 DECEMBER 1988 
While Clayton isn’t as frequently on the team sheet as he was in his first season, the defender 
can still fill in at the Weaver when required. His role has shifted slightly to a player-coach role 
but has demonstrated superb playing skills during his time at the club. McDonald’s role is listed 
as a defender, though has also played in midfield and up front in his two seasons with the club 
and is a real leader in the dressing room at the club. 
Former Clubs: Manchester City, Port Vale, Walsall 
CASPAR HUGHES Midfielder 09 JUNE 1993 CLUB CAPTAIN 
Caspar re-joined the Dabbers from AFC Fylde at the start of the 2017/18 season, before being 
named captain in January 2018 after the departure of Sam Hall. While Caspar is an excellent 
ball-winner in midfield, the skipper can also play at full-back. The midfielder was a highly-rated 
prospect in the famed Crewe Alexandra youth Academy before joining Nantwich, where he 
spent two solid seasons before moving on to Fylde. The midfielder helped Fylde gain promotion 
from both the Northern Premier League and the National League North and is regarded one of 
the better midfielders in the league. 
Former Clubs: AFC Fylde, Crewe Alexandra 
SEAN COOKE Midfielder 03 SEPTEMBER 1992 
A productive attacking midfielder, Sean is the son of manager Dave and is a dynamic threat from 
his number ten role. A danger from set-pieces – especially freekicks – Sean has a keen eye for 
goal and has proved that not only with Nantwich but at other clubs higher up the non-league 
pyramid. Sean, along with captain Caspar Hughes, was part of the AFC Fylde side that won 
promotion from the Northern Premier Division and has also played for FC United of Manchester. 
Cooke broke through into the Nantwich side at a young age and is the only player to start in all 
three Dabbers’ FA Cup First Round appearances. He has also won the Northern Premier League’s 
Young Player of the Season as well as making three Team of the Season appearances. 
Former Clubs: FC United of Manchester, AFC Fylde, AFC Telford United, Crewe Alexandra 
DAVID WEBB Midfielder 10 OCTOBER 1993 
David joined the club after impressing in 2019/20’s pre-season series, with the midfielder 
capable of filling in across the pitch. Webb has displayed a good range of passing and an 
indefatigable attitude to his trial spell with the club. David has Northern Premier League 
experience having featured for Marine, and along with playing on Merseyside, Webb has also 
played for the Royal Air Force’s side. 
Former Clubs: Marine, Royal Air Force XI 
JAMES LAWRIE Midfielder 18 DECEMBER 1990 
A former Northern Ireland youth international, James joined the club from Hednesford Town 
prior to the 2018/19 season. An experienced head in the dressing room, the attacking midfielder 
has played not only at a higher league level but internationally as well. The midfielder has an 
eye for goal, a great passing range and is also a threat from set-pieces. 
Former Clubs: Hednesford Town, Altrincham, Port Vale 
PRINCE HAYWOOD Midfielder 02 APRIL 1992 
Prince signed from fellow Premier Division club Radcliffe in January 2020. Ghanaian born, Prince 
previously played in Italy and has had spells with several different clubs in the North West at the 



non-league level, having played for Stalybridge Celtic, Colwyn Bay and Witton Albion. The 
midfielder established himself at Nantwich last season as a hard-working midfielder and Prince 
can also play in defence if required. 
Former Clubs: Radcliffe, Witton Albion, Colwyn Bay, Stalybridge Celtic, Modena 
JOE MWASILE Midfield 07 JUNE 1993 
A powerful winger with pace to match anyone in the league, Joe joined the club in 2016/17 
originally after starting the campaign with Marine. He left at the end of the season to join fellow 
Cheshire outfit Warrington Town but re-joined the Dabbers in October 2017 after featuring in 
limited minutes for the Wire. Joe can not only beat his man for pace and strength but can put in 
a decent cross and also has an eye for goal, having scored a few lovely efforts during his time 
with the club. A product of the Morecambe academy, Joe is highly-rated at the club and will be 
looking to impress in the new season. 
Former Clubs: Morecambe, Salford City, Workington 
LUKE WALSH Midfield 14 DECEMBER 1999 
Luke joined the club in the winter of 2018/19 after impressing for Eccleshall in the North-West 
Counties Football League and made a solid step up to the Dabbers’ level, holding his own against 
EFL League Two outfit Crewe Alexandra in his debut. A wide player who can also play through 
the middle, Walsh is another product of the Crewe Alex Academy and has also played in the 
Manchester City youth set-up and will be looking to solidify himself as a key player in his first 
full season at the Weaver Stadium. 
Former Clubs: Manchester City (Youth), Crewe Alexandra, Eccleshall 
JOE MALKIN Forward 18 JULY 1998 
Son of former Tranmere Rovers striker Chris, Joe joined the club at the beginning of the 2018/19 
season from North-West Counties Football League side Cammell Laird 1907 and enjoyed an 
exciting first season with the club, where he won the Northern Premier League Young Player of 
the Season. Malkin scored some excellent goals during his first season with the club, and offers 
a natural goalscoring threat, both from his feet and in the air. 
Former Clubs: Cammell Laird 1907 
CALLUM SAUNDERS Forward 26 SEPTEMBER 1995 
Callum re-signed for the club from Curzon Ashton in November 2019 after previously being with 
Nantwich Town during the 2018/19 season having been released by League Two side Notts 
County at the end of the 2017/18 season. Saunders began his career in the Crewe Alexandra 
Academy and signed a professional contract with the club in June 2014. He made his Football 
League debut on 09 August 2014 in a 2–1 defeat away at Fleetwood Town and scored his first 
Crewe goal at Doncaster on 12 December 2015. He is also a Welsh Youth international having 
played for both the country’s U19 and U21 sides. He is the son of former Liverpool forward Dean 
Saunders. 
Former Clubs: Curzon Ashton, Notts County, Crewe Alexandra 
CONNOR HEATH Forward 11 DECEMBER 2000 
Connor is a new signing in the summer of 2000 after being released from Crewe Alexandra, after 
impressing during his two-year scholarship period with a number of goals he signed a 
professional contract in the summer of 2019. Connor also got experience of NPL football when 
he had a one-month loan with local rivals Witton Albion. Connor has impressed during the pre-
season period with a few goals and will be looking to stamp his mark with Nantwich this season. 
Former Clubs: Witton Albion (Loan), Crewe Alexandra 
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Report (James Gordon)  

Town 2 Radcliffe 1 Pitching In NPL Premier Division 

Saturday 17th October 2020 

 

 

WARRINGTON Town returned to winning ways with a 2-1 victory over Radcliffe at 
Cantilever Park. 
They had to survive a second half onslaught from the visitors though, who peppered 
the Yellows goal after the break with goalkeeper Charlie Albinson called in to action 
on several occasions, either side of Jean-Louis Akpa Akpro’s strike. 
In the end, the two goal advantage built up in the first half was enough for the hosts, 
earned through a Bohan Dixon penalty following a handball, and Luke Duffy’s fine goal 
five minutes before half-time. 
It was an important win for the Yellows, who would have been disappointed with not 
only the result but their performance in the 3-2 reverse at Mickleover last week, their 
first defeat of the season. 
The line-up was shuffled, the suspended Scott Brown sent off in that defeat, starting 
his suspension meaning Michael Rose returned to his more familiar role in the centre 
of midfield, with recent signing Matthew Taylor taking the left-back berth. Mitch 
Duggan also made his first start of the season in place of James Baillie at right-back. 
Josh Amis forcing a corner in the very first minute set the tone for what was an open 
game throughout, and the Yellows went close on seven minutes when Cameron 
Belford denied Jack Mackreth. 
After a succession of corners, the early Yellows pressure told when Mark Roberts’ 
header across goal from a corner was handled by a defender for a penalty, and Dixon 
stepped up to send Belford the wrong way for 1-0. 



The game went in to a lull in the middle period of the first half, and was only woken 
up again by two unsavoury incidents that saw Belford unpunished for appearing to 
lash out at Mackreth, and then Radcliffe ‘skipper Matthew Crothers was booked for a 
diving tackle on Taylor. 
Amis had the ball in the net on 38 minutes, though only after being penalised for a 
push, but the Yellows didn’t have to wait much longer for a second. 
Dixon went on a rangy run through midfield and released Amis, with Belford rushing 
out to beat him to the ball at the edge of the box, only clearing the ball as far as Duffy. 
Duffy, who had earlier tried a speculative effort in not too dissimilar circumstances but 
from 20 yards further back, this time measured his shot perfectly, as it dipped just 
under the crossbar and above the retreating defenders with Belford stranded. 
Two was very nearly three a minute later when some lovely football down the right 
opened Radcliffe up, Mackreth finishing nicely from a tight angle only to be denied by 
the linesman’s offside flag. 
Albinson had been untroubled in the first half, and it remained that way until half time 
– but only thanks to a superb Roberts block on Akpa-Akpro’s shot and then Andrew 
Owens’ glancing a header wide from a free-kick. 
Radcliffe made two substitutions around half time and they came out a different team, 
laying siege to the Yellows goal. 
It took two minutes for Albinson to be forced in to his first save, adjusting his body well 
to deny Akpa-Akpro’s deflected effort, and then he parried away a Larnell Cole shot 
from the left. 
For the first 15 minutes of the second half, it was almost Radcliffe against Albinson as 
the ‘keeper also denied Kole Hall’s header, pushed behind a fizzing shot from Simon 
Lenighan and then watched Luca Navarro’s nicely guided shot come back off the post. 
Although their own goal was leading a charmed life, the Yellows could have wrapped 
up the points on the hour mark, as Amis just couldn’t get enough of a contact on 
Dixon’s ball to beat Belford, the ‘keeper just doing enough to snuff out the danger with 
his feet, and then he was well placed to catch a Duffy shot minutes later. 
The visitors finally got their goal on 66 minutes, a whipped cross from the right by 
Jonathan Royle was steered home by Akpa-Akpro to make it 2-1 and it was very much 
game on. 
Navarro, who was introduced seconds before the half-time whistle, was lively for 
Radcliffe and their play was being dictated by former Yellows midfielder Lenighan. 
The Yellows were dropping deeper and deeper, though they weren’t conceding as 
many openings, with Radcliffe restricted to a number of corners as time ticked on. 
Thomas Miller had the most glorious of chances, heading over the bar from barely 
yards out after a corner had slipped through the grasp of Albinson, while at the other 
end, Jordan Buckley was denied by the legs of Belford. 
A third goal was not needed in the end, as Radcliffe’s pressure was in vain – Warrington 
maintaining their spot at the top of the Northern Premier League table with a 2-1 win. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
The international break very rarely affects Non-League clubs, but Non-League is increasingly 
influencing the international scene. 
  
Each season we see more players deservedly earn moves into the Football League – and some 
even go on to reach the absolute peak. 
  
Over the last seven months the football pyramid has become even more divided, with ‘Project 
Big Picture’ now trying hard to increase the gap, but the importance of lower-league clubs to 
the product on the pitch has never been more obvious. 
  
Six players in Gareth Southgate’s latest England squad have had stints in Non-League and there 
were five in the side Ryan Giggs picked for Wales when the two teams met last week. 
  
Nick Pope started the friendly fixture at Wembley having begun his career in the Eastern 
Counties League with Team Bury before progressing to Bury Town in the Isthmian League. 
  
Following his move to Charlton Athletic, Pope went on loan to Harrow Borough, Welling United, 
Cambridge United and Aldershot Town for more crucial experience of first team football. 
  
The back-up England keepers against Wales, Jordan Pickford and Dean Henderson, are also no 
strangers to Non-League. Pickford had loan spells at Darlington and Alfreton Town while 
Henderson played in goal for Stockport County just over four years ago when they were in 
National League North. He’s also pushing to become Manchester United’s number one. 
  
Centre-back Tyrone Mings impressed in senior football at Yate Town and Chippenham Town in 
the Southern League before a successful trial at Ipswich Town forged the start of his top-flight 
career. 
  
Dominic Calvert-Lewin made his England debut, and scored, in the 3-0 win over Wales. A debut 
goal was nothing new to the Everton striker, as a 17-year-old he bagged on his first appearance 
for Stalybridge Celtic against Hyde on Boxing Day when Sheffield United sent him out for game 
time. On New Year’s Day, in the reverse fixture, he scored twice and set up three. 
  
Danny Ings also got in on the act at Wembley, scoring his first goal for his country via a bicycle 
kick. Ten years ago, he was netting in Non-League at Dorchester Town on loan from 
Bournemouth. 
  
Many others in the England squad either started or showed their talents in the lower reaches of 
the Football League before stepping up into the Premier League spotlight. 
  
Non-League football and its clubs play a vital role in developing players just as much as the top-
flight academies – every player has a different path and their roots should not be forgotten. 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

The Buildbase FA Trophy  

Third Qualifying Round Draw 
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